This letter is in response to the recent article by Gapinski and Sheetz (2014) , which outlined Massachusetts' success in identifying, defining, and collecting school nurse data on a statewide level. The vision and leadership of Massachusetts are commendable and so are efforts of 28 other states that collect statewide data. As Presidents of the National Association of School Nurses (NASN) and National Association of State School Nurse Consultants (NASSNC), we concur that there is an urgent need for a national initiative and would like to inform readers of The Journal of School Nursing about current efforts to advance a national school nursing database through a collaboration of our two organizations.
It is well known that reliable information is wanting in discussions of health and well-being of school-aged children. Numerous topics for exploration, such as health and educational disparities, school nursing outcomes, educational outcomes, and precursors to academic success, as well as health care reform, are limited without the clarifying benefit of current, accurate data. NASN and NASSNC are working toward better data collection. In 2012, both organizations participated in the Health in Mind initiative, which proposed that health and wellness measures should be integrated into school metrics and accountability systems (Trust for America's Health, 2012). That same year, the Journal of School Nursing published the article ''The Promise of Standardized Data Collection: School Health Variables Identified by States'' (Johnson, Bergren, & Westbrook, 2012 Inherent in this work is identification of core school nursing and student data points with uniform definitions, standards for statewide data collection, and school nurse education on importance of data collection, including how to use it to influence student health and health policy. The Joint Workgroup will present a few specific data points that school nurses can begin to collect in Fall 2014, at the June 2014 NASSNC meeting and at the NASN Annual Conference. Information and future updates will be disseminated to all school nurses in various forms.
We are excited for this joint project and invite all school nurses to participate. The national data set will yield a picture of student health in the United States and demonstrate the impact of school nursing services. Of course, creating the larger picture will require that school nurses begin to collect data for the first time, or change the data points they are now collecting, or add to what they already collect that is specific to their practices or locales. Changes may be challenging for some, but an important outcome is that school nursing will be able to articulate with evidence the vital role of school nurses in keeping students healthy and ready to learn.
Sincerely,
